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become a reality without Lara’s initia-
tive, leadership and tenacity.

Lara also organized a townwide pro-
gram for the Great American
Smokeout in November 1996. Her pro-
gram included a poster contest in the
local elementary schools and a quiz
contest in the middle schools. She also
created and distributed a fact sheet to
every Montclair student. For years, to-
bacco companies have used youth ori-
ented advertisements, like Joe Camel,
to send a false message to young people
that smoking is cool and glamorous.
Education campaigns like Lara’s help
blow away their smoke screens and
demonstrate that cigarettes are addict-
ive and deadly.

Mr. President, for years, I have led
the crusade in this Chamber against
teenage and youth smoking. I am cer-
tainly happy to have an exceptional
foot soldier like Lara join me in the
fight.

By working to stop children and
young people from smoking, Lara
Green Spector is enhancing lives and
saving lives. She is an outstanding stu-
dent, activist, and citizen, and I have a
feeling that we have not heard the last
from her on Capitol Hill.∑
f

COMMEMORATING THE 50th ANNI-
VERSARY OF JACKIE ROBIN-
SON’S DEBUT IN PROFESSIONAL
BASEBALL

∑ Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, 50
years ago a true American hero walked
onto Ebbets Field one afternoon and
forever shattered the color barrier with
one swing of his bat. His name was
Jack Roosevelt Robinson.

On that day, 7 years before Brown
versus the Board of Education allowed
school children of all colors to sit in
the same classroom, 16 years before
Martin Luther King Jr. spoke of his
dreams at the foot of the Lincoln Me-
morial, and 18 years before the Civil
Rights Act became the law of the land,
Jackie Robinson did more for the equal
rights movement and the sport of base-
ball than had anyone before him.

Jackie Robinson on April 15, 1947, be-
came the first professional black ath-
lete to play America’s pastime, base-
ball. In his Brooklyn Dodgers uniform,
he not only broke the color barrier, but
he also broke numerous baseball
records during his 10-year professional
career.

By the end of his tenure as a player,
Jackie Robinson would become one of
America’s most celebrated and honored
athletes. He became major league base-
ball’s first Rookie of the Year—an
award now named after him, the na-
tional league’s Most Valuable Player,
holder of the coveted batting title, a
six-time member of Dodgers’ World Se-
ries teams, a member of the 1955 world
champion Dodgers, and a member of
the Baseball Hall of Fame.

As the senior U.S. Senator represent-
ing California, I am particularly proud
of the fact that Jackie Robinson was
from the Golden State, raised in Pasa-
dena, and was a star athlete at the Uni-

versity of California at Los Angeles. At
UCLA, Robinson became the first ath-
lete ever to win varsity letters in four
sports: baseball, basketball, football,
and track.

Such an amazing and talented ath-
lete, however, was not welcomed into
the arms of American baseball fans or
of its players back in the spring of 1947.

Jackie Robinson fought prejudice and
harassment with every base he ran,
every ball he hit, and every victory he
helped win for his team. Players and
coaches yelled racial slurs at him, and
one team even threatened to strike in
protest of Robinson’s presence in their
city. But Robinson, remembering how
his mother refused to sell their family
home and move away amid protests
from white neighbors, persevered.

He faced hatred and racism with
courage and conviction, proving to
teammates, opponents and fans alike
that he had earned the right to play
professional baseball through his sheer
athleticism. Along the way, Robinson
became the role model for future base-
ball icons such as Hank Aaron and
Willie Mayes.

Shortly after his retirement from
baseball in 1957, Jackie Robinson
helped to further the rights of all Afri-
can-Americans by becoming a spokes-
man and fundraiser for the National
Association for the Advancement of
Colored people [NAACP]. He traveled
the country urging black communities
to work together for equal rights, edu-
cating and encouraging them to par-
ticipate in the new civil rights move-
ment. He became a role model all over
again, this time to millions of men and
women who saw inequality and wanted
to change it.

Jackie Robinson represents every-
thing good with baseball, and every-
thing great with America. By com-
memorating his achievements and his
entrance onto the professional baseball
fields, his legacy lives on, inspiring yet
another generation of fans to realize
their dreams and break new ground
along the way.

Jackie Robinson once said, ‘‘A life is
not important except in the impact it
has on other lives.’’ By that standard,
Jackie Robinson’s life was as impor-
tant as America’s greatest heroes
throughout history, and we as a nation
are all grateful and proud of his accom-
plishments.

Major league baseball has recognized
Jackie Robinson’s achievements by
dedicating the 1997 season to his mem-
ory. As part of these festivities, last
week’s opening day games were played
in all major league stadiums with a
Jackie Robinson commemorative base-
ball. Just last weekend, the Los Ange-
les Dodgers paid tribute to the Hall of
Famer in a pregame ceremony at-
tended by Rachel Robinson, Jackie’s
widow.

The Dodgers plan many other activi-
ties throughout the year such as a
Jackie Robinson poster distributed to
all Los Angeles district schools, a spe-
cial section devoted to Robinson on the
Dodgers’ official web site, a salute to
Jackie Robinson scholarship winners,
an historic Robinson display at Dodger
Stadium and assistance with the Jack-

ie Robinson Foundation Golf Classic.
Additionally, President Clinton will
honor his memory with Rachel Robin-
son in an April 15 ceremony at Shea
Stadium during a game between the
Dodgers and the New York Mets.

I salute the memory of Jackie Robin-
son on this, the 50th anniversary of his
becoming the first black baseball play-
er in the major leagues.∑
f

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 543

Mr. LOTT. Madam President, I un-
derstand that S. 543, introduced today
by Senator COVERDELL, is at the desk,
and I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill for the first
time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (S. 543) to provide certain protec-

tions to volunteers, nonprofit organizations,
and governmental entities in lawsuits based
on the activities of volunteers.

Mr. LOTT. I now ask for its second
reading and object to my own request
on behalf of Senators on the Demo-
cratic side of the aisle.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.
f

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, APRIL
10, 1997

Mr. LOTT. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand in adjournment until the hour of
9:30 a.m. on Thursday, April 10.

I further ask unanimous consent that
on Thursday, immediately following
the prayer, the routine requests
through the morning hour be granted
and the Senate immediately resume
consideration of the Thurmond amend-
ment to S. 104, the Nuclear Policy Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

PROGRAM
Mr. LOTT. Madam President, for the

information of all Senators, tomorrow
at 9:30 a.m. the Senate will resume con-
sideration of the Thurmond amend-
ment to the Nuclear Policy Act. Thus
far, we have made, I think, some
progress on this important legislation.
It is my hope that the Senate will be
able to make additional progress dur-
ing tomorrow’s session and that we
will be able to bring it to conclusion.
But I do want to advise Senators that
we do expect the likelihood of votes on
amendments tomorrow and possibly
even final passage, although that is
still being discussed.
f

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. LOTT. Madam President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I now ask unanimous con-
sent the Senate stand in adjournment
under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:03 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
April 10, 1997, at 9:30 a.m.
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